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Client Demographics
   AgrAbility of Wisconsin project
staff reported serving 411 farmers
and ranchers with disabilities
during their respective 2017-2018
Reporting Period (RP). This RP
begins with the individual project
beginning date of September 1, 2017
and ends on August 31, 2018 for all
projects. This brief report includes
information for only the AgrAbility
of Wisconsin project which is funded
by USDA/NIFA. Most of the clients
served were employed full time as
the owner/operator of the farm
or ranch and were male. The three
most common primary types of
agricultural operations are dairy,
livestock, and field/grain operations.
The leading primary disabilities were 

 Mean Age: 55.2 years
 Age Range: 20-92 
 Male Clientele: 79.60%
 Female Clientele: 20.40%
 Past Military Service: 2.70%
 Amish/Mennonite: 0.7%

 Owner/Operator: 81.7%  
 Spouse/Partner: 12.8%
 Dependent Adult: 0.8%
 Employee: 2.8%
 Other: 1.9%

Caucasian: 98.5%
Native American: 0.7%
African American: 0.7%

Work Status Client Status

joint injuries, followed by back
injuries, arthritis, amputations, heart
disease and orthopedic injuries.
   The reporting method for the
current RP included data provided
by our project using the templates
developed by the Wisconsin NAP.
It should be noted that the total
Percentage reported in tables rarely
equals 100 percent due to rounding

DeLaval and AgrAbility of Wisconsin Create Farmer 
Assistance Program

September 5, 2017 – A new program from DeLaval and 
AgrAbility of Wisconsin gives dairy farmers easier access to 
technology for stanchion and tie stall milking.

The DeLaval and AgrAbility of Wisconsin Assistance Program 
connects AgrAbility clients with DeLaval dealers and offers a 
discount on solutions that make milking in stanchion and tie 
stall barns more accessible for those with injuries and disabili-
ties.

“AgrAbility has made a huge impact in Wisconsin already,” says 
Pat Wiltzius, DeLaval Solution Manager. “We’re glad we can 
enhance their services and help develop relationships with our 
extensive Wisconsin dealer network.”

Solutions included in the program are any of the DeLaval 
Milking Units (MU Blue, MU480/486) with multi-point at-
tachment and the DeLaval carrier rail. Among other benefits, 
the DeLaval milking units feature automatic cluster removal, 
reducing the number of times a milker has to bend down to 
reach under the cow. The carrier rail allows many milking 
units to be moved around the barn at once, decreasing the 
amount of lifting during milking and increasing efficiency. The 
amount discounted is based on the combination of solutions 
ordered – up to 20 percent off.

New (17.7%)

On-Going (50.0%)

Re-open (6.0%)

Closed (26.3%)

Full Time (85.8%)

Part Time (8.6%)

Occasional (1.4%)

None (4.2%)

Of the 500-plus farmers that AgrAbility of Wisconsin serves 
annually, at least half are dairy farmers, and the majority 
of them are milking in stanchions or tie stalls. “This pro-
gram is sure to bring great benefits to our farmers,” says Dr. 
Richard Straub, AgrAbility of Wisconsin Director. “In many 
cases, our farmers face obstacles in securing the funds for 
the technology we recommend, but this discount and the 
relationship with DeLaval will be extremely valuable in 
seeing those solutions through.”

Current AgrAbility of Wisconsin clients interested in the 
assistance program should contact AgrAbility for an assess-
ment to gain authorization for the discount. Those Wiscon-
sin dairy farmers suffering from an injury or disability who 
would benefit from this program can enroll for AgrAbility 
services by calling the office at 608-262-9336.



Farm and Trade Shows
WI Farm Tech Days, Jul 10-12
Skip Ellenbecker Golf Outing, Aug 11
UW-Extension Booth at State Fair, West Allis, Aug
Neighbor to Neighbor Meeting, Aug
Rural Health Fair, La Crosse, Sept 18
Indian Summer Festival, Milwaukee, Sept 8-10
World Dairy Expo, Madison, Oct 2-6
Advisory Council Meeting- Madison, Nov 1
La Crosse Farm Show- La Crosse, Jan11-12
Wisconsin Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Conference, 
Jan 22-24
MREC Conference, Feb 14
Marshfield Mall Farm Show- Marshfield, Feb 15-
16
MOSES Organic Farming Conference, Feb 23-25
Eau Claire Farm Show- Eau Claire, Mar 7-8
AgrAbility Annual Summit- Marshfield, Mar 15
National AgrAbility Training Workshop, Maine, Mar 
22-25
WPS Farm Show- Oshkosh, Mar 28-30
JCEP Conference, Apr 19
Kewaunee County Rural Safety Day-Kewaunee, 
May 25
Brian Luck Outreach Presentations: 20, through-
out the state

Primary Disabling Conditions

Origin of Disability First-Reported Agricultural 
Enterprises

Over the last year, educational activities have included visits to occupational therapy classes and high school FFA classes. AAW educates these students through 
assistive technology, avoiding secondary injuries, and AAW services. Farmsite visits, PowerPoint and video presentations, case studeies, printed resources, and group 
discussions are used to share information. 

NETWORKING
     AAW has maintained a partnership with Easter Seals of 
Wisconsin and DVR to provide on-site farm assessments for 
clients. 
     AAW recruits farmers and maintains a list of those who 
agree to let new clients reach out to them to learn about the 
program from a current or past client. In the next upcoming 
year, this list will be updated to include farmers from all the 
counties and more contact names. 
     Neighbor-to-Neighbor meetings are hosted on farms of 
clients, where individuals have the opportunity to network 
and share their experiences concerning disabilities and 
rehabilitation. There are 3-4 meeting each year with an 
average attendance between 3-15 current, former, and 
ongoing AAW clients. 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

The annual summit was held at the new 
Organic Valley office in Cashton, Wis. With the 

help of Easter Seals FARM team, 
Wisconsin Farm Center, UW-Extension, local 

attorneys and Organic Valley, the event was a great 
success. 

AgrAbility staff hosted a booth in theWisconsin FFA Career Fair to talk 
with students about the future of agriculture and potential to be a part of 

the career exploration course taught through Easter Seals Wisconsin. 

AgrAbility of Wisconsin  worked with 
various groups of engineering students to 
create prototypes and designs for farm-

related issues. 

Wisconsin State Farmer
“AgrAbility helps farmers stay on the farm“
“Easter Seals Wisconsin hosting annual
Neighbor-to-Neighbor meeting”
“AgrAbility changes farmers’ lives”
“Collaboration effort helps farmers with
disabilities”

AgriView
“DeLaval, AgrAbility assist farmers”
“AgrAbility Summit held March 15”

The Country Today
 “DeLaval, AgrAbility offers farmer
assistance program”
“AgrAbility program moves ahead despite
policy change”
“New policy limits help for farmers with 
disabilities”

Dairy Star
“A survivor’s story: Bragger loses leg in
auger accident, advocates farm safety”
“Drawing Strength from family: Williams
still farming despite health problems”

Media Exposure 

Type of Operation             Percent

Dairy                                       53.6%

Livestock                                23.2%

Field/Grain Crops                 13.0%

Other*                                     10.2%
*Others include poultry, swine, vegetables, 
specialty crops and more

Chronic Illness (60.3%) Non-ag vehicular incident (8.4%)

Other non-ag incident (8.4%) Machinery-related (5.7%)

Other ag incident (5.5%) Ag-related falls (5.3%)

Animal-related injury (3.3%) Non-ag recreational (1.2%)

Non-ag related falls (1.2%) Ag-related vehicular incident  (0.7%)

Back Injury (25.3%)

Joint Injury (26.7%)

Amputation (7.3%)

Arthritis (13.6%)

Heart Disease (4.3%)

Other

Back Injury (25.3%)

Joint Injury (26.7%)

Amputation (7.3%)

Arthritis (13.6%)

Heart Disease (4.3%)

Other


